
 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COLLEGE 

Iona College Geelong will open in 2020 as the first secondary school to be 

opened in the Archdiocese since the opening of Kolbe College, Greenvale some 

ten years ago. 

The Archbishop of Melbourne and the Executive Director of Catholic Education visited 
the site of Geelong’s newest coeducation secondary College on Wednesday 30 May 

and revealed the name of the new College. The announcement follows a huge surge 

in demand for Catholic education in Geelong with the opening this year of two new 
Catholic primary schools in Bannockburn and Torquay and existing Catholic secondary 

colleges reaching capacity. This growth in demand for Catholic education is expected 

to continue with another new primary school set to open in the neighbouring 
Armstrong Creek, Warralily development in 2020. 

Mr Elder said the $60m coeducation college, on the corner of Horseshoe Bend Rd and 

Boundary Rd in Charlemont, will commence construction in September. The formal 

tender process will begin soon and at least ten builders have shown interest and there is 

a strong possibility the same Builder may also undertake the Warralily development. 
“With Geelong’s Catholic colleges at or near capacity and our primary  schools growing, 

Iona College will ensure we can cater to the families of Geelong and the Surf Coast who 

want a Catholic education,” Mr Elder said. He further added that he “.. would like to pay 
tribute to the Principal’s of Geelong’s secondary colleges who have joined forces in 

planning for this school to ensure the future students of Iona College benefit from the 

combined wisdom attached to Geelong’s existing four secondary College’s. The fact there 
is such high demand for Catholic education is testament to Geelong’s Catholic schools 

and teachers who are providing an affordable, high quality education that shapes happy, 

resilient, students who are filled with a love of learning and life. It’s a credit to them.”  

Archbishop Hart sees opening the College as a momentous event and believes the 
college name reflects this significance. “Iona represents one of the earliest and most 

significant Catholic sites in the British Isles, the Monastery of Iona, founded in the fifth 

century. Like Iona College, the Monastery of Iona was a centre of learning by the sea. 
Just as Iona College will serve and underpin a growing community, Iona was literally a 

rock of faith, an island monastery rich in knowledge, a centre of tranquillity in 

turbulent times and a force for spreading the Gospel in parts then considered the 
edges of the world. The spirit and influence of Iona lived on the in the first Catholics to 

come to Victoria, descendants of the Celtic world from Ireland, who took the message 

of Christ to a land yet largely unknown to Europeans, to the very edge of their world, 
and kindled the fire of faith which still burns brightly today,” he said.  

This rich name is very much in harmony with the ‘Call to Mission” that Pope Francis sees 

as underpinning the evangelical mission of all Catholics and certainly is the mission of 

Catholic school communities. It is in this context that one can imagine the vision, 

mission and motto of Iona College will find its creative context. 

Architects Clarke Hopkins Clarke have developed a visually pleasing and contemporary 

three storey Stage 1 design that will become a key feature of the local landscape. Its 

northern aspect will offer wide views over the city of Geelong up to the You Yangs. 
Creative storing of water will create a sustainable wetlands that can serve as a distinct 

learning environment as well as providing savings on water costs. A backlit cross 

facing Boundary Road will offer the community a clear sense of the Catholic identity of 
the College. In time it is hoped a purpose built chapel that can become a Sunday mass 

centre for the rapidly expanding Grovedale parish. The attached visual masterplan of 

development gives a strong sense of a school community that in time is expected for 
1200+ students. 


